Thus the housing of the workers, which, according
to a Soviet writer, was in 1928 " more terrible than
those described by Engels during the Industrial
Revolution in England/5 suffered a drastic deteriora-
tion during the following four years. The Second
Five Years' Plan holds out the hope of an increase of
the floor space per capita by 15 per cent. Official
sources complain of the poor quality of the new
buildings, as well as of the still unrepaired condition
of many old houses. On the whole, the average
housing in the towns seems to be but little better
than the shelter given by isbas.

Wages and Urban Income.

The average monthly wage of a State-paid person
is given for 1933 at 130 roubles; the average monthly
wage for a factory worker being 127 roubles. Figures
given for 1934 with respect to heavy industries show
that the wage level did not alter in that year.
Recently, however, an increase of the pay-roll by
4-2 billion roubles was made, accompanying the
abolition of the bread card and as a compensation
for the increased expenditure on bread. This sum
spread over 23 million State-paid persons gives an
addition of 15 roubles to the average monthly wage.
The industrial workers' average wage is now 142
roubles per month. On the average a holiday of
15 days is granted to a worker every year.

The following table gives an estimate of the various
items of expenditure covered by this wage. I have
also attempted to estimate the cost at which the same
or similar goods and services as purchased by the
.factory worker in the U.S.S.R. might be obtained in
England.
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